
Wendy & Brian

Being part of our family means you are part of something wonderful. 
It means you will love and be loved for the rest of your life. No matter what.



Hi! We’re Wendy and Brian, and we live in the San
Francisco Bay Area. Before we tell you a little bit about
us, we wanted to take a moment to express our
appreciation, respect and admiration for what you’re
doing.

While we can’t pretend to know what you’re feeling or
all that you’re going through, we want to say, thank
you…thank you for truly making a difference in the lives
of others. 



Family

We are a family-focused bunch of caring, adventurous, fun and silly people
bringing together the values of family time and experiences in this crazy world.
We started as an instant family, where two lovebirds married in 2005 with two
great kids -- Dylan, who is Brian’s son from a previous marriage and Hayley, who
is Wendy’s daughter from a prior relationship. We were also lucky enough, after
trying for years to adopt, to have a little miracle baby of our own in 2012. Harlow
is a cutie pie and it’s hard to believe she’s going to be three soon. We feel very
lucky to have found one another, and love being parents. We have a strong
dedication to help them all grow, learn, and be the best they can be. 

We love the idea of having a BIG family, and we're so excited for Harlow to have
a sibling close in age. This baby coming into our lives will instantly be surrounded
by love.





Brian talks about Wendy

About Wendy

Wendy is one of the most driven, loving, and
family-focused person I’ve ever met. This is
pretty special considering she applies all of this
to being a full-time mom these days. She’s the
family’s adventurer. She's wise beyond her 
years, dedicated to her causes, and so very loving. She’s also an incredible and
giving mother. To see her spend so much time with Hayley and Dylan is
heartwarming, whether it’s helping with homework, sitting down and talking
through challenges and opportunities in the kids’ lives, or just sitting at the table
and keeping the dialog open. Wendy is so loving with Harlow, and it's great to
watch the two of them together! And all of this is wrapped by a wonderful sense
of humor. She loves to laugh and I love to watch her laugh. Sometimes I swear
she has a little “Jim Carrey” in her…the way she takes on these silly personalities
and talks to us as if she’s a character from some TV show we’ve never seen. I
enjoy her company beyond belief and I always look forward to being with her. 



By Wendy

I grew up in a suburb of Denver, Colorado, where my family still lives. I have a
twin sister, older brother, and seven nieces and nephews. I moved to California
16 years ago to pursue my Master’s Degree. I fell in love with the Bay Area, the
diversity, and all it has to offer, and never left. I worked in Public Relations for 14
years and then moved to Web Communications to coordinate social media
efforts. After Harlow was born, I left my job of 17 years to be a stay-at-home
mom, and I wouldn’t have it any other way. My days are just as busy, if not
more, with everything I do with Harlow and all of our activities than when I was
working full time. I am so very fortunate to be able to enjoy this special time in
life with Harlow and to continue it with the baby.
I keep myself busy with many different activities. I love anything outdoors,
working out, and I absolutely love our family camping trips! I’m super creative
and can’t help finding new projects to try when I roam the aisles at Michaels or
get caught up on Pinterest. I coached Hayley’s soccer team for 10 years, was her
Girl Scout troop leader, and absolutely loved helping with talent shows, school
musicals, field trips and other school activities. It’s exciting to know that I’ll get to
do all those things again with Harlow and the newest member of our family.



About Brian

Wendy talks about Brian
Brian is one of the most thoughtful people I know.
He puts those he cares about first and foremost,
and is a great dad. He’s one dad who’s not afraid
to change a diaper! He knows how busy my days
can get, and he comes home and makes a great
dinner -- and even does the dishes! I was drawn to his sense of humor, his
strong romantic side, and his loving nature. He is so entrepreneurial and
creative -- always coming up with some new and exciting idea or project. He
works hard at everything he does. He is charismatic and has a way with
people. He’s probably one of the most inspiring and helpful people out there.
He can make friends with anyone he meets, and he is always there for his
friends no matter what. He’s just got a good soul. He makes me feel like the
most important person in the world.



By Brian
I could probably be best described as a Renaissance person because I am so
passionate about so many things. Whether it’s studying the future of technology,
writing about the future of business or taking pictures, I keep my plate full of fun
and exciting stuff.  During the day, I work as a digital analyst where I study new
technology to help businesses understand how they’re going to be affected by it.
I also study digital anthropology to understand how technology is affecting
society and people in general. It’s super fascinating. Before that, I ran a
successful marketing and branding company in Silicon Valley for 12 years. These
last few years have been pretty fun because I’ve met and worked with or
interviewed many celebrities, and I also got to work exclusively with one on a lot
of exciting projects and even helped him make his first investments in cool
startups in San Francisco.  I’ve written several books on the future of business
and marketing, and have travelled the world to help others learn.
It’s been hard work over the years, but I’ve really tried to do the best I can for not
only me, but also my family. I want Wendy to spend time with Harlow and our
family, and if I can provide for us, it makes our family stronger and closer. Truth
be told though, I’ve always had secret dreams to be a rock star! While I’ve sort
of let that dream go, I still play guitar but channel my artistic passion in trying to
learn how to become a great cook for the family. Watch out food network!



Laugh

Live

Love

Family



Harlow
Our prayers were answered when we had our little
miracle baby after years of struggling to have a baby,
followed by years of trying to adopt. Harlow is 2 ½
years old and our little firecracker. She is so full of
energy. She’s independent, yet loves her cuddle time.
She’s got the cutest dimples, just like her big sister.
She’s super smart and her tiny voice with her ever-
growing vocabulary is so cute.
She loves the slides and swings at parks and will
climb anything, picnics, getting her own snacks,
playing with her little friends, chasing and kissing our
dog Lulu, story time and reading, and playing with her
baby dolls and making cupcakes and coffee for her
mommy in her play kitchen. She is all about the Disney princesses right now and you can
hear her clacking down the hallway after she insists on wearing her princess dresses and
play shoes. She’s excited about having a little baby sibling and tells people she going to
have a baby and that she has to share her mommy. She is going to be a great big sister!
Being a stay-at-home mom, Wendy and Harlow have done Mommy & Me swimming
since Harlow was six months old. Harlow has graduated to the next level and she’s in the
pool without Wendy now, and it’s amazing to see how well she has progressed for her
age. Wendy also takes Harlow to the local library for storytime and to check out books,
outings to the zoo, discovery museums, toddler time at the indoor trampoline park, visits
to the indoor playhouse, many park outings, and most importantly getting together with
other moms and Harlow’s little friends. Harlow and Wendy just started Mommy & me
soccer, and Harlow feels so special to be just like her big sissy. Wendy also loves just
hanging out at home with Harlow and doing puzzles, play-doh, reading, or going for walks.
Having Wendy at home with Harlow is one of the best things we’ve done for our family,
and we know the baby will love getting out and about just as much as Harlow does.



Hayley
Hayley, who is 15, is very loving, affectionate,
outgoing, social, funny, and smart. She’s just a
very happy person. She is an amazing big sister
and is so protective of Harlow. She loves running
around the house with Harlow and being crazy,
taking selfies together, dancing with her little
sissy, and cuddling on the couch together. Hayley
loves participating in theater arts, but her true
passion is competitive soccer and she plays year-
round. Hayley is very active in school with her 

Dylan
Dylan, who is 18, is the comedian of the family
and especially enjoys the attention he gets
when he has us all laughing. He’s a smart kid,
who takes pride in his accomplishments,
although very humble. He’s also very helpful and
is a “gentleman” opening doors, “ladies first,”
or lending a hand. He’s a great artist and takes a
lot of pride in all of his drawings. Dylan has a
maturity about him that comes across when he
talks to adults. He is active in the Youth and
Government program with the YMCA. He’s also
looking into joining the Marines. Over the years, 

Brian and Dylan would spend time talking computers and the Web (yes, they’re geeks),
playing Xbox together, or talking about whatever’s on their minds. Now all of the time
they spend together is helping him finally get his driver’s license. Somewhere along the
way, he picked up a liking for country music. And like Brian, he loves to cook and is
becoming an at-home chef.

Leadership program, volunteering for school 
activities, and playing for the school’s soccer and track 
teams. She is super excited and nervous about starting the college search and
application process soon. Hayley also loves hiking, which began when she was
aboard Wendy's baby carrier backpack, and she started hiking on her own when she
was 3 years old. Hayley loves being a big sister and can’t wait for another sibling! 



Our Pets

Our Home
We own a nice home in a great school district.
We live in a picture-perfect neighborhood, where
people are out walking their dogs, washing their
cars, parents are out pushing strollers, and
neighbors know each other. We’re surrounded by
families with young children.
We have some of the most amazing parks, hiking
trails, and beaches. Our downtown constantly has
something going on, and you can always find us
catching the outdoor Movie on the Square, live
Music in the Park, Holiday parade, Chinese New
Year festival, local library storytime, participating
in the city’s Pet Parade with Lulu, or picking up
fresh fruits and veggies at the local farmer’s
market.  

We can’t forget to mention our
adorable little dog Lulu. She’s
had to get used to Harlow
tugging at her tail, but loves
playing chase. We think more
than anything, Lulu loves that
she has a constant supply of
food with Harlow around
dropping crumbs or spilling
snacks. We also have an
aquarium that Harlow gets to
help decorate according to the
next holiday, and she loves
helping feed the fish.



Our Family
Spending time with family is always a priority for us. We are very active and always
planning the next adventure. You can find us many summer weekends camping
throughout California. And there’s nothing like our annual trip to Yosemite National Park. It
is near and dear to our hearts! We get in some great hikes, and Harlow already loves
hiking -- although she’s hitched a ride in Wendy’s backpack carrier thus far, she is a true
hiker nonetheless! Harlow even earned her Junior Ranger badge last summer. We always
fit in a relaxing raft trip where we mosey down the Merced River, stopping to have water
fights and picnics. We ride our bikes everywhere we go and Harlow especially loves riding
in the bike seat or bike trailer. Yosemite brings simplicity to life, and it’s easy to relish in a
refreshing ice cream cone with the roar of the Yosemite waterfall in the distance.
We also go to Hawaii 1 - 2 times a year and it never gets old. We love our family time at
the beach making sand castles, hanging out at the pool swimming all day, enjoying the
beautiful sunsets or waiting for sea turtles to come near the beach. Wendy and Hayley
especially love snorkeling.
We make time for weekend getaways to small coastal towns or lively beach towns.
We’ve also traveled to Australia, and spent time in Sydney, the Outback, and the Great
Barrier Reef. It was an amazing trip! We love to travel and look forward to future trips to
New Zealand and Spain in the coming year.
Spending time at home is just as important. We fill our weekends with going to Hayley’s
soccer games, day trips to the beach or hiking, taking the train to San Francisco, BBQs,
movie night, or just a great breakfast on a Saturday morning.



Family & Friends
Brian’s family lives in Los Angeles and his mom was born in Madrid, Spain,
where all of her family still lives. Brian was the “Man of Honor” at his younger
sister’s wedding and, while that sounds funny, the truth is Brian and his sister
are BFFs. She has a one-year-old daughter and already has a second baby on the
way.
We alternate trips to Wendy’s family in Colorado and Brian’s family in LA every
year for Christmas and Thanksgiving. We also make sure to visit Colorado during
the summer to enjoy family trips exploring small Colorado mountain towns. All
of the cousins usually sleep over, where giggling into the night or the occasional
call for the nightlight is expected. The cousins flew out last year and spent a
month with us, where we all went to Disneyland, Yosemite, camping, and lots
of time at the beach. We can’t wait for the cousins to come out again this
summer! Wendy’s mom is a two-time breast cancer survivor and a guiding light
in her life. Spending time with Grandma is always a highlight – helping bake
cookies, make breakfast, or help walk her dog, Oreo. All the grandparents are
looking forward to our newest addition to our family!



Open adoption really hits home for us. We love the idea that we get to know the person
behind something so remarkable.

If we can leave you with something that we hope you’ll remember us by, it’s that we will
make you proud. We’re not perfect, but we’re happy and very loving, and in the end, that’s
what really matters. We understand that adoption is not a choice made lightly or impulsively,
and that it is made out of love. 

We are  very thankful that adoption is an option, but it can make us all feel vulnerable. We
take great comfort in knowing that there are women out there who can help make our
dreams come true. 

We hope this letter has given you a glimpse into who we are as individuals and as a family.
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about us. We look forward to getting to know
you.
Sincerely, 
Brian, Wendy, Dylan, Hayley & Harlow


