
Jason and Catherine

Hi!  We are so excited to introduce ourselves to you and tell you about our family and our life. 
We are thrilled that adoption can give us a baby to welcome into our home and hearts, and 
want to thank you for taking the time to get to know us.  

The title of our letter should probably be Jason, Catherine and Aria!  Jason's four-year-old 
daughter spends every other weekend with us, and it is an absolute delight to have her as part 
of our days.  Aria is very excited about the prospect of a brother or sister, and has decided that 

we will probably name the baby 
“Twilight Sparkle”!  Even if this might 
not be the baby's name, she will be a 
wonderful big sister to our new little one.

Our Home and Farm
We recently moved to the country, about
40 minutes southeast of Sacramento.  It is
farming country out here, which is in 
fact why we made this move.  Jason has a 
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passion for growing things, and we are
working to start an organic vegetable farm
that specializes in heirloom varieties and is
based on the farm-to-table paradigm.  Our
goal is to be a supplier for the Bay Area's
many world-class restaurants.  Right now
we have almost 20 acres, and plan to add
another 150 acres to that shortly.

This puts us both in the position to be stay-
at-home parents!  We are both so happy about this and are looking forward to lots of special 

bonding time with our new little one.  Aria shares every other 
weekend with us, so we will have lots of opportunities to create 
some really special moments.

Our Menagerie
Right now we have three dogs (all rescues—Catherine is a dog 
rescuer!), five chickens, two ducks, and four guinea fowl.  Catherine
likes to say that she is a person who likes furry animals—but Jason 
and Aria are much less particular and seem to acquire another bird 
every weekend.  Our flock is growing, and we love the fresh eggs.  
Another of Jason's hobbies is reptiles, and he has an entire garage 
dedicated to his menagerie.  He has twelve snakes and a very large 
monitor lizard, whom Catherine has dubbed Hellboy.  Aria and 
Jason love these critters, but Catherine won't even venture inside!

For many years of her life, Catherine was very involved with horses.
She doesn't instruct or ride competitively any longer, but she still 
has five animals of her own.  Her goal is to get an area on the farm 
horse-ready by Aria's fifth birthday in October, as they want to get 
her a pony so she can continue her riding lessons.  Maybe she can 
name the new pony Twilight Sparkle!

Our Families
Both Catherine and
Jason grew up in

California, and most of our families still live
here.  Jason was born and raised in the Bay Area,
and his family is close enough to be able to come
up and help us on the farm when we need a few
extra hands.  There are lots of cousins and aunts
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There is nothing better than baby ducks in the morning!

The best little helper ever, and 
our seedling fruit trees.

Moose and Delilah chasing 
bullfrogs at the pond.

Catherine on her beautiful horse Cardiff



and uncles.  Funny story—Aria has a giant 
crush on Jason's cousin Sean—who is 30!  
We've tried explaining...   Even though 
“Seaaannyy” couldn't come to her birthday, 
she still insisted that he get the first thank-
you note!  The girl is an absolute riot.

Catherine's family lives in an affluent 
community in Silicon Valley—in the same 
house for forty years.  Her mom and dad 
have been married almost 43 years, and are 
very much looking forward to a grandchild! 
However, Aria and Patty, Catherine's mom, 

have connected in a very fundamental way and absolutely adore one another, so maybe it 
would be more apt to say a second grandchild.  When Aria first met Patty, she went right up to
her and hugged her, even as a shy little toddler.  They've had a special connection ever since.  

It's true—our family loves to travel! 
Catherine's dad worked abroad for
many years, and she would often
accompany him on business trips.
From an amazing dinner in Dubai to
seeing the world at a young age,
these are special memories.  A fun
fact about Catherine is that she has
never spent a Christmas in the
continental United States, as her
family always travels somewhere
special together.  This year the
destination is Hawaii.  Last year they rented a private island in 
the Philippines, and it was one of the best destinations to date
—peaceful, beautiful, and wonderful food and culture.  We are
so looking forward to sharing our world-traveling Christmas 
traditions with our new little one.  

Our Christmases may be a bit unusual, but our kids will have 
the best Halloweens ever!  Every year the police block off 
Patty and Jim's street and it turns into a trick-or-treating 
paradise.  Everyone puts up decorations and it is very safe.  
Last year they bought $800 worth of candy for the event—and 
used it all.  It's definitely a local go-to spot for the kids.  
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Catherine, Jason, and Catherine's family on an old sail 
boat in Hong Kong Harbor

Jason and Patty in Tokyo

Jumping for joy in Maui!

Catherine and her sister Liz



Big Sister-To-Be
Aria is such a joy to to have in

our lives, and we are so glad we can share her with her mom.  Jason
is a doting and protective father.  Catherine likes to tease that he
will run across the room to make sure she's okay if she hiccups!  She
likes to say that one of the reasons she fell in love with him was his
diaper-changing skills.  He's a master!

Not long ago, Aria and Catherine were
helping Patty harvest flowers from her
garden.  They made leis and garlands, then
said good morning to Jason by decorating
him top to toe.  He is always a good sport.
Catherine has loved getting to know this
precocious little girl and watching her grow,
learn, and change.  Aria loves to be a helper,
and they have their own morning routine—
they clean together, then make special pan-
cakes, which Aria decorates, and after that

they will have their nails done. It's a tradition at this point!

Looking to Our Future
Recently Catherine picked out a favorite paint swatch for the nursery walls.  It was an exciting
first step in the process of adoption.  As we work to build our farm, we are excited to also build
our family.  We are both grateful for the wonderful life we have, and are looking forward to 
sharing that with another child to love, watch grow, laugh with, and dote on!  Thank you for 
taking the time to get to know us, and we hope to hear from you soon.

~Jason, Catherine, and Aria.
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Aria is in charge of the pancake 
decorations...

Aria's pancake-cooking outfit of 
choice

Daddy is rousted from bed to 
wear flower garlands!

Can't get enough snuggles with Daddy!

Weekend breakfast, after a pedicure



5
Getting on Santa's good side!

The best cupcake-face ever!  Aria's 4th birthday

We collect classic cars!  We rented this one for a 
tour through Yosemite.

The best little helper ever!                        The littlest fashionista       

Jason with one of our foals

Wintertime fun on Angeles Crest

Yet another impromptu tea party

Jason built our chickens a nice safe coop.

The two treasure-hunters—panning for gold! Catherine with her mom Patti and sister Liz
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Jason and Catherine's wedding

Can't get enough smooches from Dad

Catherine competing on one of her horses

That is Daddy's little girl for sure!

With our Christmas tree

Ready for riding lessons

Moose on Halloween—he seemed a little embarrassed!

Posing with the Christmas tree in Palo Alto

Catherine and Aria snuggle-time—with string cheese!


