
    



 

 

Hello!  

We are Jeff, Michael and Lily.  We hope that you are doing well as you read 
this letter, thinking about the future of your baby. We admire, respect, and 
thank you for your courage to place your child through adoption.  We pray that 
God gives you peace and wisdom as you decide on the right family to accept, 
care for, and love your child.  We are excited about growing our family and 
having a sibling for Lily, so we hope you consider us in your child’s future. We 
hope our letter will give you a feel for who we are and how excited we are to 
become parents again.  

We met almost ten years ago being introduced by a mutual friend from our 
church.  We realized early that we had much in common—faith, strong fami-
lies, love of people, and the ability to laugh!  We had talked from the beginning 
about raising a family through adoption.    

About Jeff and Michael  

We have no doubt that we 
have established a strong 
foundation for ourselves 
that will last forever.  It 
seems we each have 
strengths that make up for 
the other’s weaknesses, and 
we share a lot in common.  
We feel like we were made 
for each other.    Most im-
portantly, we feel like we 
were made to be dads!       
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About Jeff and His Family  

I was born in Colorado and grew up in a small town southeast of Denver.  My 
parents, Gran and Charlene, are both Christian ministers and are close to 
retirement.  They’re excited that they will be able to spend more time with 
their grandchildren.  We are a close family and that is why their retirement 
makes us very happy to see them more.  I am also close to my brother, 
Mike, and his family in Texas as well as my sister who lives in Colorado.   

My memories of childhood are 
pleasant—Christmases together, 
family vacations, saying prayers 
before bedtime, dinner time, hik-
ing in the Rockies, singing and 
playing the piano, church gather-
ings, soccer practice, and birthday 
celebrations.  I have come to real-
ize the tremendous sacrifices 
that my parents made for me—and 
continue to make—from sewing our 
clothes to “eating in” to save for 
our college funds.  I continue to 
marvel at the level of sacrifice my 
parents had for us as kids, and 
hope to be able to do the same for 
my family.    

We had (and still keep) various 
traditions from having family time 
at Christmas to one-on-one time with dad on the Saturday after our birth-
days.  Although we were required to attend church functions, our parents 
tried not to “force religion” on us—we were encouraged to discover God’s 
love for ourselves.  God, family and church were always priorities growing 
up, and are some of what I consider my foundation today. 
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Jeff’s Family at a Glance... 
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I spent a year in Costa Rica where 
I taught English to children in a 
rural part of the country.  I lived 
with a host family of 12 and en-
joyed the challenges of learning 
another language and culture.  The 
year of service gave me an appre-
ciation for what it is like to have 
to adjust to a dramatically differ-
ent way of life.  

My passion for service to others has continued since I moved to 
Atlanta in 1997.  I am now the Executive Director of a nonprofit organization 
that serves senior citizens.  I believe strongly in helping others—in this case 
helping homebound and frail seniors through meals-on-wheels and other ser-
vices.  I look forward to sharing this mission for service with my children, as 
well as the support of the many “grandmothers” that I work with who will enjoy 
my little ones. 

I enjoy life and like to relax with friends and family.  Even though my family is 
spread out all over the United States, we remain close and even get together 
for hiking trips and the holidays every year.  I also enjoy time with my other 
Georgia family (Michael’s family), 
running, biking, working-out, walks 
in the neighborhood, music, plays, 
and rooting for my favorite foot-
ball teams, the Denver Broncos and 
Colorado Buffaloes!    

I have always seen myself as a per-
son who is good with kids and have 
wanted to share my life as a dad.  
Being Lily’s father has been a 
dream come true and I am even 
more ready to do it again! 
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About Michael and His Family  

I was born in a small town in Georgia where I lived until I left for college.    
My parents, Jim and Shirley, still live there along with many aunts, uncles, 
and cousins.  I attended college, graduating from Oglethorpe University in 
1994.  I now am self employed owning a home inspection company.   

My only sister and I grew up very modestly.  We were fortunate enough to 
grow up on a lake, spending many springs fishing and many summers swimming.   
We lived in a little log 
cabin, and my parents 
still live in the same 
house.  My mother 
loves animals, espe-
cially dogs.  We always 
had 2-3 dogs and a cat 
or two.  Both sets of 
grandparents lived 
close by, and we spent 
much time with them 
as well, especially at 
my mom’s parents who 
owned a farm.   I felt 
just as close to my 
grandparents as I did 
my parents.  I remain 
close to my parents 
and especially my sister, Kelly, who is probably my best friend.  We were 
roommates for a couple of years after college, and now I couldn’t imagine my 
life without her. 

Kelly works with computers for the state government.  She has a boyfriend, 
Eric, that we all like.  Lily seems especially fond of him.  My sister bought a 
house on our street and gets to see Lily almost every day.  We are happy that 
my parents and sister are so close and are role models for our children.  
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These days you will 
likely catch me around 
the house in my spare 
time working on home 
improvement projects.  I 
also enjoy fly fishing 
and snow skiing when I 
get a chance.  I look 
forward to taking my 
children to snow ski in 
the winter and to fish in 
the summer when 
they’re old enough.  
Once a year, we like to 
travel out of town on va-
cation.  The rest of my time is spent with friends eating out or just hanging out 

together.   

For me, adoption was always a dream.  
It has been something that I have 
wanted to do since I can remember.  I 
wanted to be a Dad!  I don’t want to 
just be a father, I want to be the per-
son a child smiles for when I come into 
a room.  That dream became a reality 
with Lily.  She has been more of a joy 
than I ever imagined.  I so look forward 
to a second child and to be a parent 
once again.  I want my children to know 
they are and will always be loved, nur-
tured, and protected as long as I live.      
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Michael’s Family at a Glance... 

Lily with her 

Grandma and 

Papaw 

Lily is Papaw’s 

girl! 

Kelly and Lily 

pose at Christ-

mas 



 

 

About Lily  

Lily came into our lives 
when she was just three 
days old.  She was born in 
California on September 
20, 2005.  We met her 
mother on September 
23rd.  After a few hours 
of talking and laughing, 
Lily’s mother asked us to 
parent her baby.  We 
were thrilled, excited, and 
nervous—all possible emo-
tions were jumbled together.  We knew it was a very difficult time for her 
birthmother, and we didn’t know how to respond. We just tried to be ourselves 
and comfort her.  Anne Marie, Lily’s birthmother, is still in contact with us 
from time to time.  We send her pictures and updates about Lily periodically.  
We’re very proud of her and want her mother to know how much we love her.  

Lily is an only grandchild on Mi-
chael’s side of the family.  Her 
Grandma and Papaw adore her 
and spoil her (her parents would 
never spoil her).  She has two 
cousins on Jeff’s side who live 
in Dallas.  Jeff’s parents, 
Grammy and Grandpa, get to 
see her two to three weeks a 
year since they live in Colorado.  
That will change in a few 
months when they both retire 
and will get to see all their 
grandchildren more often. 
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As parents we couldn’t love Lily more.  Our biggest fear for her is that she 
would ever get hurt somehow.  We love spending time with her.  When we’re 
even away at work a few hours, we  miss her.  As she gets older we realize how 
much a little brother or sister will be a wonderful addition to her world and our 
world.  We are fortunate enough to have a fantastic nanny, Janeth, a native of 
Venezuela.  She is wonderful with Lily.  Lily learns Spanish, learns dance, learns 
art, learns music, and other important things with Janeth.  We are grateful for 
Janeth and know that Lily is benefiting from her time with her.  

Our Families  

As you can see by now, our families are our treasures.  We have both been 
blessed by tremendously loving and understanding families who love Lily dearly 
and who look forward to another addition.  We are trying to pass along the im-
portance of family to our children, whether it is regular visits with the Georgia 
family or trips two to three times per year to the Colorado, Texas, and Penn-
sylvania families.  We especially enjoy Jeff’s grandmother, an 87-year-old fei-
sty woman in Pennsylvania, as well as his aunt, uncle and cousin.  We look for-
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ward to passing along the fun and special traditions that each of our families 
have held—from Santa Claus at Christmas to hide-and-seek games on Friday 
summer nights.   

Our Home 

We live in warm Atlanta in a new neighborhood surrounded by many acres of 
woods.  Even though we’re so close to the city, we see  deer in our back yard 
from time to time.  We chose a home at the end of the neighborhood so our 
children would have a safe place to ride bikes, an area with little car traffic.  
Many of our other close 
friends live very 
nearby.  We love our 
home and have built a 
swing set and a tree 
house for our children 
in the back yard.   

Our Church and 
Our Values 

Our church has been a 
foundational aspect of 
our relationship.  Having 
met through a mutual friend from church, we have continued to participate in 
various committees, studies and groups within it.  Our mutual belief in God and 
our journeys to remain connected to God through difficult times in our lives 
were very similar—this has cemented our desire to remain involved in the 
church and to keep our family involved. 

We have a unique church in that there are an increasing number of families 
with children in the church, and, in particular, there are an increasing number 
of same-sex couples raising children in the church.  This is very encouraging to 
us as we have had a strong support system there, and we look forward to that 
continuing with the other families, and of course, honorary aunts and uncles 
who are eagerly awaiting a second adoption with us.   



 

 

Our Friends 
Our friends in many ways have become like family to us.  Friends and family are 
blurred in our day-to-day lives as many of our friends have become as close to 
us as if they were family members.  
With both of us being relatively so-
cial people, we have developed 
strong relationships—many through 
our church.  Whether it is babysit-
ting or making sure our Lily gets am-
ple time with women, our friends 
have provided tremendous love and 
support in our family-growing proc-
ess.    

To be Parents 
We have the support of our family and our friends that is so crucial 
to be effective parents.  We have taken parenting classes and we read parent-

ing skills books that we think have 
been valuable to us.  We realize 
that raising children with two dads 
is uncommon, but we believe the 
situation can be positive as long as 
we’re deliberate about surrounding 
our children with love, acceptance, 
and support.  We also plan to send 
our children to private school in At-
lanta where there is a high percent-
age of kids with same-sex parents.   
As a gay couple, we know what it 
feels like to not always be ac-

cepted, and we think that our character is stronger as a result.  We see our-
selves as parents who will be able to accept our children for not only their 
strengths, but their weaknesses as well.  Our only expectations for our children 
are for them to know they are loved by God, to do their best, and to have love 
and concern for other people.  
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Lily, our treasure... 
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Thank You 

    

 

  

Lil
Text Box
Thank you for taking time to read our letter. We are very excited about adoption and open adoption in particular because we want our children to know who their birthparents are, and more importantly, to know they care about them very much. We hope to have a life-long connection to you. This includes letters, pictures, and visits, etc. We know we can offer so much acceptance, care, and LOVE for another child. We hope to be the family you choose, but we know it's the most important decision you may ever make.




