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Kathy enjoys  

taking pictures to 
capture memories

Pete loves skiing on 
fresh powder and 

steep slopes

Family bike rides 
is a favorite  

activity for Kathy

Kiss the Cook! 
(That would be Pete 
who is quite good)

Autumn is Kathy’s 
most adored  

season of the year

Pete is a coach for 
his son’s soccer 
team and loves it

Kathy enjoys scrap-
booking to preserve 

family history

Hiking on the Blue 
Ridge Mountains is  

Pete’s passion

Kathy loves the 
sightseeing in new 

locations

Pete’s favorite way 
to travel - on a 

bicycle

10 
FUN 
FACTS

Taking a family hike 
in the rustic mountains

ABOUT US
We live in Northern Virginia just outside of Washington, D.C. 
and we love living so close to our Nation’s Capital; there are 
so many things to see and experience. Our story begins 13 
years ago in Raleigh, NC when we met at a comedy club. A 
week later, we had our first date and we have been together 
ever since! Kathy knew from our first date that Pete was the 
one! We knew that we wanted to raise a family and were 
so excited when our son Nathan was born six years ago. 
He is such a sweet and caring boy who is eager to become 
a big brother! Words can't express how excited we are to 
welcome another child into our family.

Our activities revolve around each other and there always 
seems to be a new adventure beginning; whether Nathan 
starting a new sport, Kathy taking 
us for an afternoon drive and 
picnic, or cheering on Pete as he 
races the clock in a Triathlon. We 
all support each other and love to 
share in each other’s successes. 

WE ARE PETE AND KATHY FROM NORTHERN VIRGINIA! We are excited about 
the opportunity to share a little about ourselves with you. We commend you for your courage 
in choosing what you feel is the best option for your child and hope you can picture them 
as part of our loving family as you look at the following pages. Family is very important to 
us and, along with our amazing son Nathan, we look forward to opening our home to your 
child. There is still plenty of room in our hearts and home; we all look forward to sharing our 
time, experience, and love with another child to complete the family. 

We would love to expand our family and for our son to have the experience of being a big 
brother. We were blessed to have a baby boy, but have always wanted to open our home to 
another baby, even after the disappointment from several miscarriages. Adoption is the next 
step toward that desire and we could not be more thrilled!
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and welcome!

and our life as a family

‘Our 
activities 
revolve 
around each 
other and 
there always 
seems to 
be a new 
adventure 
beginning’



Kathy caught my eye with her 
beauty, but kept me with her 
personality. She is fun, kind, caring 
and has a great sense of humor! She 
remains my best friend and we always 
have fun. We used to travel to new 
places and explore the area together, 
and now we have the opportunity to 
share our favorite places with our son. 
Kathy is always up for an adventure 
and we have seen many beautiful and 
inspiring locations. 

Kathy is a wonderful mother and 
has done a tremendous job raising 
Nathan. I am always amazed at her 
patience with Nathan and the children 
in her pre-school class. It fills my heart 
with joy to sit back and watch as she 
helps Nathan with a project or to learn 
something new. She has a giving and 
joyful disposition that makes the kids 
excited to see her. While I see her 
charm with Nathan every day, it is great 
when we are out in the neighborhood 
and one of her preschoolers comes 
running over for a great big hug.

that    MAKE    ME    HAPPY
When Nathan tells me out of the blue, “I love you mama.”  
(It melts my heart!)

Autumn: cool, crisp days, warm apple cider and finding 
the perfect view of the mountains exploding with color

Peanut M&M’s

When Pete calls from work to say he is coming home
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Learning new things at a museum

Kathy loves all types of animals Skating together

Enjoying a girl’s night out with my cousins

Below: My best friend Lindsey

Right: Hiking in the mountains
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GROWING UP I grew up in the same 
house since she I was 4 years old and am still friends 
with a girl from preschool! I have an older brother and 
two step sisters. My childhood memories are happy and 
include trips to upstate NY, Christmas mornings at my 
grandparent’s house with the entire family, ice skating 
on the lake, Girl Scouts and playing outside until it got 
dark. My brother and I had a good relationship growing 
up. Of course we had our moments where we didn't 
get along, but he was and continues to be a great big 
brother. I have a great relationship with my parents and 
step-parents. I talk to my mom just about every day!

CAREER I truly love being a preschool 
teacher and I am so grateful that I get to work with 
young children! I have learned so much about children 
and how unique they are in their own way. I believe 
that we are better parents because of my educational 
background and my fifteen years of teaching. We agreed 
that I would stay home with our children at least until 
they entered elementary school. I was able to work at 
Nathan’s preschools as a substitute teacher but will not 
return to work as he goes to kindergarten to prepare for 
the arrival of the baby.

A few of the things 

written by Pete



Pete is the kindest and smartest person I know. He 
loves being a dad and teaching Nathan about sports, 
especially soccer! He is an assistant coach for Nathan's 
soccer team. He is so patient and great with kids. Kids 
are always drawn to him, especially little ones. I say it 
is his great smile that kids love! I am so proud of him! 
He is good at everything he does whether it is grilling 
an amazing London broil, making morning pancakes, 
playing tennis, or fixing things around the house. 

He always gives 110%! It is just one of the many 
wonderful qualities that I love about him. He loves 
exercising and did his first two triathlons this summer. 
When he is not working or spending time with us, 
he is on a mountain bike ride or on the golf course. 
Although family is priority, we make sure to save time 
for ourselves as well. We feel it makes us better parents 
and partners to do the things we enjoy.

When I come through the door from work to hear Nathan 
scream "Daddy!!" and comes running over with arms open

Watching Kathy sitting with the neighborhood mothers,  
while Nathan plays with his friends

Going for a long bike ride to explore a new area or trail

Weekends spent with friends and family

THat    MAKE    ME    HAPPY
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Pete is such a great dad and is very involved Spending some time with my sister, brother and mother

Right: Enjoying a tram ride
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A few of the things 

GROWING UP I was an Army brat 
growing up and got to experience lots of places and 
make lots of friends. I am the youngest of three and 
had a great time with my siblings. My sister always 
protected me, although mostly from my big brother. 
I remember running around with the neighborhood 
kids playing sports or other games until being called 
home for the family dinner. My relationship with my 
brother and sister was always close and we try to 
get our families together at least once a year. I also 
enjoy doing activities like climbing, cycling, skiing, 
or other pursuits with my brother; and when our 
schedules allow, we love to go out together on 
rugged adventures. 

CAREER I am a Soldier and while 
a career as a Military Officer is demanding 
it is also rewarding. It has provided me and 
the whole family with unique opportunities 
to experience different people, places, and 
cultures. It has also instilled integrity, self-
discipline, and moral character, which I 
am patiently passing on to our son. Times 
apart has also reinforced that family always 
comes first; a feeling that plays a key role in 
our family decision making.

written by Kathy



Nathan loves to readNathan loves to pose for pictures and can’t wait to be a big brother Quite the kitchen helper!

This boy loves painting and swimming
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Our home is in a great area with 
outstanding schools, lots of kids, 
endless activities, and countless 

historic sites to investigate.

sMEET 
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the big brother to be!

Where we love to gather

OUR HOME   We live in Northern Virginia 
about 30 miles west of Washington, D.C. in a family friendly 
neighborhood that includes four pools, parks, playgrounds, 
walking trails, tennis courts, skate park and a great community 
center that offers year round programs for children and adults. 
We live right down the street from the elementary school and 
high school. We enjoy walking or biking to our favorite ice cream 
shop, the farmer's market or one of the many restaurants in 
the area. During the summer, we enjoy family movie night on 
the town square lawn, the annual 4th of July celebration, and 
the occasional block party with neighbors and friends. It is an 
outstanding neighborhood with countless social, educational, 
and athletic opportunities.

Living so close to D.C. allows us to take day trips to explore 
the many Museums, the National Zoo, the District’s incredible 
history, and even the White House! If we are not heading 
downtown, we are taking a drive to the Blue Ridge Mountains 
for a day hike.

Nathan is an active 5-year-old whose latest "favorite thing" is playing 
Angry Birds on the iPad or making his own levels with blocks. He 
also is a huge fan of Star Wars (and was Darth Vader for Halloween 
last year). He loves to draw and paint and his bedroom is decorated 
with his canvases. He takes ice hockey, swimming, and Tae Kwon Do 
lessons and also plays soccer in the spring and fall. He claims that 
soccer is his favorite, but for now he is just happy being active and 
interacting with all the other kids. We’ll let him keep trying new things 
and decide which one is his favorite when the time comes. He loves 
kindergarten and being around all the other kids; as well as being the 

big boy riding the bus.

AS PARENTS
Having a child allows you to look at the world in a whole 
new way. We love to explore new places and experience 
new things; the pure delight on their face makes even the 
most common things seem amazing. We believe that the 
most important gift we can give our children is a good 
education; both in school and in life’s lessons. We want to 
encourage our children to try new things and to never give 
up. We want to be positive role models for our children 
by showing them how to be caring and compassionate 
while also understanding the importance of hard work and 
dedication. We just want what is best for our children and 
will provide a safe and nurturing environment that allows 
them to grow physically, emotionally, and intellectually.
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Both of our extended families are very supportive. We have regular 
phone contact with both sides of our families and see each other as 
much as we can despite the long distance. Our son absolutely loves 
to visit his Grandparents, an occasion surpassed only by getting to 
play with his cousins. We have family spread out up and down the 
east coast and out west; but still make sure we get together for the 
holidays and other events. 

ELLIE & FLIP We love our cats 

Ellie and Flip! We rescued Ellie while living 

in Monterey, CA and she holds a special 

place in our hearts. Nathan absolutely loves 

Ellie and Ellie loves Nathan too. She loves 

to cuddle with us on the couch and play 

with crumpled up paper or her tail! Flip is 

the newest addition to our home and is 

an energetic kitten that epitomizes the 

curious cat. He enjoys getting into anything 

and everything while jumping around with 

endless energy. Nathan and Flip play 

together and wear each other out; the 

laughter is infectious and heartwarming. 

Our families both had family dinner every night, a tradition we continue 
in our home. It is a great opportunity for everyone to sit and hear about 
each others’ day, while also making sure we always keep time for each 
other. We also make sure the holidays, and other significant events 
are shared with family; as busy lives keep us apart it is these events 
that ensure we stay connected. Family was always reinforced in our 
homes growing up and we are bringing up our family with similar 
traditions and connections.

Finishing a tour of the White House

Kathy and her cousin

Enjoying a week at the beach with family

Kathy’s mom and step-dad “I love my cousins!” Exploring downtown Philadelphia Weekend camping trip with friends Pete with his mom and sister
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Meet Flip!

Meet Ellie!

‘We cherish our tradition 
of eating dinner together 

every night’



WE CAN’T THANK YOU ENOUGH for considering us 

and taking the time to learn about our lives. We hope 

that whatever decision you make, it will bring you peace 

and comfort. We would love the opportunity to talk to 

you and answer any questions you may have.

sTHANK
YOU!


