
Jaica and Ben

Hi!  We're Jaica and Ben, and we are so happy to be able to introduce ourselves.  We both come 
from very close and loving family backgrounds and we are so looking forward to adding our own 
child into our wonderful family group.  We have known each other for three and a half years, and 
have been married for three of those years.  In our case, it really was love at first sight!  

Our first date was on New Year's Day.  Neither of us would choose a restaurant for dinner, so Ben 
suggested we meet at a local Arby's and decide once we got there.  But instead of going on to 
somewhere romantic, we went on in and stayed and talked for hours.  We still eat at Arby's every 
New Year's Day as a joke; now it is our very own tradition.  New Year's is one of our favorite 
holidays, and in addition to Arby's we head to the beach with friends for fireworks and a great 
time.

We knew we wanted to start our family right 
away, and we feel blessed and fortunate that 
adoption is a route that is open to us.  We 
see our extended families several times a 
week, and it goes without saying that they 
will all be a close part of our child's life.  Jaica 
hopes to be able to be a full-time stay-at-
home mom, but already her mom, Ben's 
mom, and her aunt are drawing up a 
schedule of who would get to watch the 
baby, if I did continue to work part-time. No 
matter what, the baby will not be in day-care.
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Our city house



When we announced that we were 
considering adoption, we didn't quite 
know what to expect.  Of course our 
families were nothing but supportive, 
asking questions like “When is our baby 
arriving?”  It goes without saying that 
our child will be welcomed with open 
arms—not only by us but by ecstatic 
and loving grandparents, great-
grandparents, cousins, aunts, and 
uncles.  Thank you for considering us 
as an adoptive family.

Jaica
Hi!  I'm Jaica, and I'm 28 years old.  I was born and raised mostly in Alabama, though my parents 
spent many years overseas in India, Australia, and Thailand.  I had a wonderful childhood, even 
though my dad's work with the oil industry 
meant he was gone for a month at a time. 
My mom was a chemist, and though I was 
an only child we lived close to my maternal 
grandparents and they were a huge part of 
my growing-up.  I was—and still am—very 
close to my two younger cousins, who are 
more like little brothers to me.

I grew up in the country, next door to my 
grandparents.  We hunted and fished a lot, 
and I still help MeMe put up jams and jellies 
every summer, just like we used to.  It is a 
special tradition for us.  In high school I 
played tennis and softball and was on the 
yearbook staff.  I am currently a black belt in 
karate and during high school my mom and I 
taught karate in an after-school program for 

underprivileged 
kids.  I also 
worked teaching 
gymnastics with 
my cousin for 5 years during middle and high school.

I have my Masters in Special Education from a university in 
Mississippi, and I now teach second and third grade special-needs 
kids.  I have an emphasis in mild to moderate disability with a 
certificate in dyslexia, and have started working towards a second 
Masters in visual impairments.  I have a special passion for my work. 
Our curriculum keeps the kids in the same classroom for two years, 
and over the course of that time I really grow close to my students, 
and I often find myself in the role of friend, advocate, and protector, as 
well as teacher.
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Jaica's Mom and Dad

Graduation flying tradition with Teacher Jaica!

Nephews fishing off the dock at our country property



I have known since I was young that I might never have a 
biological child, and I have spent many years researching the 
amazing process of adoption.  One of my young students 
once asked his mom why Teacher Jaica doesn't have any kids 
of her own, and she told him that not every mama has babies 
in her tummy—some mamas have them in her heart.  This is 
so much how I feel too, and I am thrilled and excited to be 
granted the privilege of becoming a mother.

Ben
Hi there, I'm Ben, and I'm a 35-year-old Mississippi native.  My 
parents still have their property next door to our 'country' 
property, where Jaica and I are remodeling a home.  Since I 
am a construction superintendent by trade, I am doing all the 

remodeling work 
myself on the 
weekends and in my spare time.  Jaica, who is very 
much a do-it-yourself type, loves to help out.  It's a great 
project for us and we are looking forward to finishing it 
up and moving there permanently.

I had a wonderful family-oriented childhood, always 
outside playing with my brother or our cousins, who 
lived nearby.  I still love the outdoors, and spend as 
much time as I can out fishing, hunting, or hiking.  I see 
my three nephews almost every weekend and they love 
to hang out with Uncle Ben.  My niece, who is now 
sixteen, is too cool to tramp through the woods with the 
boys, but we all have a great time.  My dad has six 
horses, and I grew up riding a few of them.  I can't wait 
to teach my own kids how to ride a horse!

Our whole family, myself included, are HUGE football 
fans.  I love pro football and Jaica's family always roots 
for Alabama, so Game Day is always a big deal in our 

house.  I played on school teams myself from 8th grade through high school, and we went to State 
Championship when I was a senior.  I also love Nascar, and Jaica buys me tickets for my birthday. 
Recently I even got to drive one of the cars!  

I have a junior college degree in drafting and design, 
and this has been very helpful in the construction 
business.  I have a second job doing cabinet work on 
the side, and someday I hope to start my own 
cabinetry business.  

When I met and married Jaica, it was the best thing I 
ever did.  Adopting our baby will be the next best 
thing.  I love kids and have a great time being an 
uncle, and can't wait to share that love with our own baby. 
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Jaica's aunt and Grandma MeMe

Racecar driver for a day!

Ben with his Dad and Mom



Family Life
We both enjoy traveling, and take one big vacation each year.  We also have lots of weekends 
away throughout the year, and these are often with our families.  We have a beach house in Gulf 

Shores, Alabama, and though it gets crowded and 
noisy, our families often congregate there over the 
weekend.  In summer we surf, kayak, and water ski 
in the Gulf.  We sometimes visit New Orleans, and 
have a great time at Mardi Gras celebrations, 
enjoying all the sights and music.  Jaica has 
traveled quite a bit abroad, to places like India, 
Brazil, Indonesia, and Australia, and we are both 
excited to share travel experiences, in the United 
States and overseas, with our child.

Our city house is in a nice, kid-friendly 
neighborhood.  We have a fenced backyard and we 
have even connected with an adoption support 
group.  When we aren't visiting family or working on 
our country house, we like to spend time with our 
five dogs and pet squirrel Mavis.  Jaica raised her 
from two days old.  When we let her out of her 
cage, she charges and chases the dogs all around 
the house!

Since Jaica grew up with a dad who worked 
overseas so much, she never had Christmas on 
Christmas Day 

until she was 21 years old!  For Ben, though, Christmas only 
happens on Christmas Day!  Now we spend Christmas Eve with 
Ben's family and cook a bit pot of gumbo, and have a more 
traditional meal with Jaica's family the next day.  Last year we 
both had a terrible case of the 'flu, and our family dropped 
Christmas off on our doorstep—literally—and ran!
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Niece and nephew at the game Grinch Christmas Delivery!

Mardi Gras parade with the family

Sea kayaking in the Gulf



Hopes for a Family 
Together

We are so blessed in our lives, to have close loving relationships with our families and to have 
been able to work hard and create a good life for ourselves.  We are looking forward to sharing 
this life with a child.  Already our baby is loved by so many people, and he or she is not even on 
the way yet!

We are excited to give our child all the opportunities we had growing up, and more—time with 
doting grandparents, an active outdoor life, traveling, and education.  Because the path to 
adoption can be a long one, and because children are a miracle that not everyone is given, we 
know that we will be devoted parents.  We are excited and honored to become role models for our 
child as we teach him or her the importance of family, faith, respect, initiative and love.

Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us!  We definitely look forward to meeting 
you, and we are excited to make a place in our hearts, family, and home for a beautiful baby.  It 
means so much to us, and we recognize it for the special gift that it is.

~Jaica and Ben.
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Nephew fishing at our country property Nephew on horseback at Pappy's

Mavis the squirrel ready to pounce! Nola being cute Bob and Toby on an adventure

Old guys Coco and Jack
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Clockwise from to left:  Ski trip; Friendly horse; 
Feeding the horse; White-water rafting


