
Gregg, Brooks, and Thomas

Hi!  We are Gregg and Brooks, and we are delighted to introduce you to ourselves and to our 
son Thomas.  We adopted this wonderful boy in the autumn of 2015, and this last year with 
him has been truly amazing.  As we move forward with the adoption process a second time, 
we cannot wait to welcome a new baby into our hearts, home, and family.

Our Family and Friends
We both come from close families with strong ties, and though everyone is spread around the
States, we make it a priority to stay connected and
visit during the holidays and throughout the year.  At
home in Virginia, we have an amazing network of
friends who have absolutely showered us with sup-
port and love as we went through Thomas' adoption
process and during those first few months as parents. 
Our dear friend Sarah single-handedly put together
the nursery while we were with newborn Thomas
and finishing up his paperwork.  Our family, friends,
community, and church are cornerstones in our life
and we give thanks daily for these wonderful people.

Thomas has a total of six grandparents—and every
one of them dotes on our baby boy.  When he was still
an infant, Gregg's mom and stepdad came to visit for
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Thanksgiving.  Gregg's mom said she'd rather eat 
dinner later because she just wanted to sit and rock 
Thomas.  Talk about a doting grandma!  When we did 
a round trip over Christmas to visit both sides of the 
family, it was so special to introduce him to Brooks' 
mom and dad.  This summer we visited Gregg's family
in Ohio; two of the cousins had soccer games and it 
was good fun to sit on the sidelines and watch the 
kids play.  Thomas wasn't quite old enough for a Dairy
Queen treat after the game, but everyone else had 
one!  It's a time-honored small town tradition.

Brooks' parents still live in the house where he grew 
up in Texas.  They are 100% supportive of their kids 
and grandkids.  A couple times a year “Papa” will drive
up to Indiana to see his oldest grandson play college 

football.  He also likes to be the “rule enforcer” for his grandkids, and teaches them about 
hard work and responsibility—in a fun way, of course.  Brooks' mom, “Mimi”, adores each and
every one of her grandchildren.  According to
her, anything they do is amazing!  Recently she
hosted a gathering so that their granddaughter
Whitney could visit and sell her makeup line (a
side job as she finishes school).

Celebrating Thomas
Both sides of the family came for Thomas' first
birthday party.  It was a good excuse to get
together and it was a wonderful celebration.
Thomas was mildly interested in the presents
and tearing open the paper, and he did like the
cake, but what he really loved was everyone
singing to him.  The boy has music in his heart!
He has a few toy instruments and really likes to drum on things.  A daily requirement is for 
Brooks to sing “Itsy Bitsy Spider” over and over again—complete with hand motions.  Brooks'
mom is so excited to sing with him, as she gives music lessons and is church choir director.

Our lives are so full and 
enriched by our son.  Every day
brings new adventures and 
new stories to tell.  Our day 
starts around 7:30 with one of 
Brooks' favorite times—play-
time!  When Thomas wakes up,
they hang out in the nursery 
and play with trucks and 
blocks.  Right now, he is all 
about wheels.  We have two 
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Meeting his cousins – Gregg's family in Ohio

Thomas' first birthday.  What a big boy!

Pat-a-cake and song time! The day we got our son



cats, and if you ask Thomas to find the “gatos”, he will look around for them.  This is thanks to 
his nanny, who is teaching him Spanish.  He also says “Da-da” all the time, and “Uh-oh” for 
pretty much anything.  Bath-time is a big deal in our house—everyone has given him bath 
toys and he cherishes every one.  There
are more toys than kid in the tub!  Thomas
also loves to sleep.  For bedtime, one of us
will take his glass bottle and rock him in
the nursery until he falls asleep.  Some-
times it takes two minutes, sometimes
fifteen, but once he's asleep, he's asleep!
He rarely wakes up at night.  

Our Home and Holidays
We live in Virginia, within commuting
distance of Washington, DC, which is
where  Brooks works.  Our home is five
bedrooms with 3.5 baths and has fenced
back and side yards.  Our neighborhood is safe, with good schools, and is a great place to raise
kids.  We have a park right across the street, where we often take Thomas and where all the 
neighborhood nannies gather so the kids can get fresh air and play.  On our street, holidays 
are family-centric and child-friendly!  We all pitch in for a Halloween potluck, and kids trick-
or-treat later on in the evening.  Christmas is an even bigger deal, when Santa rides around 
on a firetruck and hands out candy canes so all the kids can run out and meet him.  

Our nanny Nilsa is absolutely wonderful, 
and Thomas adores her.  She's been with us 
since Thomas was two months old.  She 
teaches him Spanish, takes him to story-
time at the local library, and is really an 
indispensable part of our family.  We both 
have very flexible schedules; Gregg owns 
his private charter
aviation business,
and the Congress-
ional relations
firm Brooks is
with is supportive
of the needs of
families.  Brooks
was able to be the 
stay-at-home
parent for two
months after

Thomas arrived, and will do the same with the new baby.  Some-
times the nanny's daughter comes to visit, and Thomas is always
thrilled to see her.  The peaceful loving spirit they bring is an echo of
the kind of environment we nurture in our home.  
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With nanny Nilsa – first 
Halloween as Simba

Our home, decorated for Christmas

Thomas loves the swings!  At our park across the street

Our home, all decorated for the holidays



Layers of Community
As Thomas grows up, we are looking forward to getting to know the  person he will become, 
and to sharing more adventures with him and with his new brother or sister.  He will start 
music class with his nanny, and we are talking about getting bikes for Christmas with a kid's 
seat on the back.  Our park connects to a city-wide network of bike paths and nature trails, 
and we are excited to take advantage of this wonderful outdoor resource.  As our children 
grow together, they will become best friends,
school mates, and probably occasional enemies!
Gregg was always close to his own brother, but of
course they fought now and again.  It's just part of
the joys of having a brother or sister.

Thomas' baptism was one of the best days of our
life together.  Our minister will continue to be a
rare resource of support and insight for us as we
raise our children.  Eventually Thomas will be in
Sunday School, but for now he goes to the church
nursery where they have a pet turtle.  

With our church group, our amazing friends, and
the support of our own families, we are looking forward to building a strong and loving 
family of our own.  The day we adopted Thomas was a wonderful one—we went from being a

couple to being a family!  We are looking 
forward to sharing that overwhelming sense 
of joy and love with a new baby.
 
Thank you so much for taking the time to get 
to know us.  We sincerely look forward to 
meeting you, and are excited to expand our 
family through the gift of adoption.  Until that 
time, we remain—

~Brooks, Gregg, and Thomas.
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With our minister at Thomas' baptism

Thomas knew exactly what to do with 
snow – catch flakes on his tongue!

First Christmas with Santa – in 
matching Santa suit of course

Hanging out in the park with Dad



Photos
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Thomas in one of his favorite places – his crib.  
This guy loves to sleep!

Celebrating with friends

With Gregg's family in Washington, DC

Gregg and his sister and brotherPumpkin patch adventures with a dear 
friend and her daughter

Cool guys in their shades!



6

With Brooks' mom

At the Louvre in France

First birthday celebration

Thomas' baptism in our church with 
family and friends

With our Christmas tree

Pool-party fun!
Visiting with Gregg's family in Ohio over the 

summer

Can't get enough belly laughs!


