
~ Chris and Courtnee ~
and Tai, Derek, Seth, Bethany, and Luke

Hi!  Welcome, and thank you for your interest 
in our wonderful, crazy family!  We are Chris 
and Courtnee, and we are so happy to be 
able to introduce ourselves—along with our 
five children.  As you can see, we have a big 
family already, but babies are so special, and 
all seven of us are in agreement that adding 
to our family through adoption is without a 
doubt the right choice for us.  As parents, 
Chris and Courtnee both enjoy the experience 
of raising children and all of us thrive on the 
hustle and bustle of a home full of love.  

Our Home and Family
We live in a small town in a rural county in the 
west-central part of the United States.  Our 
small town probably has a population of about 
3,000, and we are a very close-knit 
community.  Both Chris and Courtnee's 
extended families (Chris is the second of 
seven siblings) all live in the state and 

between them there are twenty cousins.  The youngest was born in May and the oldest is 21.  It 
goes without saying that we all love kids and our new baby with have plenty of attention and 
adoration!

Chris' parents and Courtnee's mom live 
nearby, and all three are involved and 
doting grandparents.  Family gatherings are 
important to all of us, and we have at least 
three annual extended family get-togethers 
every year—our Fourth of July BBQ, the 
Cousins Camp-Out at our local lake, and 
our Family Harvest Party in October.  For 
us, family matters, and though it gets 
chaotic sometimes, we wouldn't have it any 
other way.

Chris
Hey, I'm Chris and it's great to be able to 
introduce myself and my family.  For me, 
being part of a big household is completely 
normal.  I was one of seven siblings, and 
there was always something going on.  Our 
parents owned their own small business, 
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of school 2014



and it also seemed like there was always someone's sports 
practice or game to get to.  In high school I stuck with 
sports and played football and basketball, and a few years 
after graduation Courtnee and I got married.  This February 
will mark our 20-year anniversary.  It's been a great two 
decades, Honey!

I stay busy with two businesses—I offer payroll, accounting, 
and tax work services part of the year and own an 
insurance business as well.  For the most part I am able to 
make my own hours and love to keep involved with the 
kids' sports as coach and cheering section.  I guess I 
consider my family as my hobby and generally I get 
involved with whatever they are doing.  Summers are a 
good time when we take the boat out on the nearby lake for 
tubing and family fun.  

Courtnee
Hi!  I'm Courtnee, and I am so excited 
to share with you about myself and my 
family!  Because I grew up in a small 
town, I really love the little community 
where we live.  I had a good childhood, 
with a brother and a sister, a loving 
mom, and lots of friends.  I played 
sports and did dance in school.  After 
Chris and I got married we went to 
college together, where I majored in Elementary Education.  We moved to our town shortly after 
we graduated and have lived there about fifteen years now.

The elementary school where I work is 
a five minute walk from our house, and 
that is where I teach 6th grade.  I've had 
three of my own kids in class over the 
years!  The kids have all walked or 
ridden their bikes to school, since we 
know all of our neighbors and the whole 
neighborhood is very safe.  I plan on 
taking twelve weeks off when our baby 
arrives, and as a teacher I also have 
summers off.  Combined with Chris' 
flexible hours, all the extra helping 
hands we have around the house, and 
the close proximity of our day-care 
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Courtnee, Bethany, and Minnie Mouse!

Chris with his brothers and Tai

Seth's first home run!



friend, I'll be as near to being a stay-at-
home mom as possible without actually 
doing it!  The day-care is so close to the 
school, I'll be able to be with the baby 
during my lunch hour.  

It Takes a Family...
When we started thinking about adoption, 
we ran the idea by our five kids.  To our 
delight, every one of them—including the 
18-year-old, loved the possibility of a new 
little brother or sister!  When the kids were 
little, Courtnee always tried to do fun 
things with them, like making an ant-farm 
to observe and study, and this has already 
been brought up as something we must do 
with the new baby too.  We have a flock of 
chickens but weren't sure we wanted to 
keep them much longer.  Seth, who we also call the Chicken Whisperer in our family, suggested 
that we get an incubator and hatch some baby chicks so the new little brother or sister can also 
have the experience of raising chickens.  

In  addition to our own kids, all the cousins are 
thrilled for another little person to love on.  A yearly 
tradition in our family is Cousins Camp-Out, when 
everyone gathers at the nearby lake and we pitch 
tents and stay for a night.  It is a three-year tradition 
Courtnee started to make sure Chris, his brothers, 
and all the cousins stay connected.  Sometimes we 
will rent kayaks or someone will bring a canoe or 
we will all fish for crawdads.  We bring the boats, 
share responsibility for the meals, and have a really 
wonderful time.  The grandparents always come for 
at least one meal and it is a wonderful family time.  
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Seth “The Chicken Whisperer” and Bethany with the ducks

Heading out on the lake during Cousins Camp-Out

Courtnee with her mom, sister, and niece after a Heritage Days 
“Color Run” 



Another tradition Courtnee started, now in its fourth year, is the Family Harvest Party.  This is an 
end-of-October gathering that Courtnee and Chris host at their home.  Everyone dresses up in 

costumes, we carve pumpkins (often ones that we grew in 
our garden!), make soup and bread and have a good time.  

Chris' dad is really involved with the kids.  He lives about a 
mile from us and volunteers to coach football at the Junior 
High or basketball—whatever it is that the kids are into.  He 
takes the older kids to high school in the mornings and will 
drop by in the afternoons for a “drive”--they will often head 
out into the desert or up the canyon, maybe even stop for a 
treat on the way.  Courtnee has a close relationship with her 
grandparents and values the fact that the kids' Grandpa and 
Grandmas all choose to be so involved with the kids.  

Our Community
Chris and Courtnee both grew up in small-sized towns near 
where they live today, and they love the close-knit environ-
ment their town provides.  Chris and Courtnee are involved 
with the community as educator and businessman, so they 
seem to connect with most everyone!  On July Fourth our 
town 

celebrates Heritage Days.  Everyone in town 
gets together for a parade, food and lots of 
activities.  Chris likes to drive our old VW bus in 
the parade, and the kids ride in it and toss 
candy to the crowds.  

Because everyone knows everyone, ours is a 
very safe and neighborly community.  Our yard, 
over an acre and a half in size, seems to always 
be full of kids at evening, when they gather and 
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Chris' dad with Luke and cousins after 
kickball

Courtnee in her Harvest Days costumeChris' dad with Luke and his friends at Hallowe'en



play games until it's dark and 
time to go home.  Our kids like to 
take their sleeping bags out and 
sleep on the tramp-oline under 
the stars.  We know our 
neighbors and our neighbors 
know us, and no one bothers to 
lock doors.  We like it that way!

Keeping It Special
Sometimes the size of our family 
results in delightful chaos!  We 
love it this way of course but we 
also realize the value of taking 
the time to make each of our 
children feel special and loved. 

Don't get us wrong—family vacations are tons of fun, but they are also exhausting—last time we had 
to rent a cargo van to get us all around!  

To make sure each of our children feels loved and singled out, we have a couple more traditions in 
our family.  One we like to call the Grandma Trip, which is when a kid is about to graduate from 
high school.  Courtnee's mom and Chris' mom (who are good friends in their own right) take that 
kid on a special vacation wherever they want to go in the U.S., just them and the Grandmas.  For 
example, Tai chose to go to Miami for a football game.

The second tradition for “keeping it special” is when 
our kids turn 8 years old.  Chris and Courtnee take a 
family vacation with that child—just the three of them.  It 
really provides some special one-on-one time and 
some good memories.  We also like to take a Mom and 
Dad vacation now and then too—just us and no kids—
but mostly we prefer to be with our family.

Our Family Together
As parents, we feel that our life is really all about these 
kids, and about giving each of them the opportunity to 
be happy and productive in life.  Education is so 
important in our family, and everyone has a college 
fund.  One way or the other, every kid is encouraged to 
pursue some form of higher or continuing education, 
and we make sure that they are supported in whatever 
path they choose and will be able to do that financially. 

In our home, everything we do is because we are a 
family and everything centers around that.  We 
definitely believe that there is no such thing as a circle 
of love that cannot grow, and can't wait to welcome a 
new little one into our hearts, life, and that special circle.
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Tai with his Grandma at a Miami football 
game for his Senior Trip

Our family home



Thank you so much for taking the time to learn about us, and we hope to hear from you soon! 
We are so happy that adoption will allow us the chance to expand our family with a brother or 
sister for Tai, Derek, Seth, Bethany, and Luke, and another beautiful son or daughter for us to 
cherish.



~Chris and Courtnee, and Tai, Derek, Seth, Bethany, and Luke.
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Seth and Derek with Grandma and Uncle

Courtnee and her grandmother Seth and Bethany checking out 
Pacific Ocean tidepools

Almost the entire family – aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents, the works!



Photo Ops!

7

More Disneyland fun (we brought the 
Grandma on this trip!)

Ricky in Korea

Fun at Disneyland!

Bethany and friend at Basketball Camp

Bethany cuddling the newest baby cousin
Courtnee's sister and niece
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Tubing with the cousins at the lake

Mom and Dad vacation in Hawaii

Success on our annual Christmas Tree hunt!

Cousins Christmas sleepover

Mom and Dad selfie with Derek


