
Deanna, Jim, and James

 Hello!  We are pleased to be able to introduce ourselves to you.  We are Deanna and Jim, and 
we have one son, James, who is 28 years old.  He comes home on holidays to visit, as he lives in
Anchorage where he is working on his degree as an airplane mechanic.  We look forward to 
meeting you, and feel very blessed that adoption can give us a beautiful baby to welcome into 
our home and hearts.   Thank you so much for taking time to get to know our family.

Our Home
We live on the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska.  Our backyard slopes down to one of the many 
small lakes that dot the landscape here.  We can walk to Cook Inlet from our house and love to
stroll on the beach with the dogs, where we often see otters or seals, or spot beluga whales and 
sharks out in the water.  Moose frequently wander through our neighborhood, and our berry 
bushes get a yearly pruning as the enormous animals graze on them.  Seventeen years ago our 

family came up from Texas for a fishing trip, 
and we knew right way that someday we 
would make our home in this beautiful state.  
Our winters are filled with snow and activities,
and our summer days are long and bright and 
are for hiking and fishing and adventures.  We 
have a close-knit community of wonderful 
friends and neighbors that make our daily life 
enjoyable and unique.  It is a great place to 
raise a kid—just ask James.
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Our log-cabin home in summer.  From the back yard we have 

stairs that lead down to the lake.



Get to Know Deanna
Thank you so much for taking the time to get to know our family.  I'm Deanna, and this is my 
life, complete with goats!  Because Jim and I both work from home, the new baby will have 
two stay-at-home parents.  We both take care of the goats, every day, snow or shine, and it 
gives us a reason to head outside, even on the coldest winter days.
We have 11 goats right now, and usually get about three gallons of
milk daily.  Wednesday is milk delivery day, when I put on my milk-
maid hat and make the rounds to neighbors who are part of our herd
share program.  With the extra, I make ice cream, goat milk lattes, or
cheese to eat, and soap which I sell locally.  The relationship we have
with our animals is a special one, as goats are very loving and
affectionate.  Often, when a doe is close to delivery, we make a stall
in the basement so we can sit with her around the clock and provide
the new kid (baby goat) with a warm world to come into.
 

I grew up in Texas, where Jim and I met in high 
school.  We married midway through Jim's college 
years, and James was born a few years after that.  
My dad was a high school band teacher, and so band 
was a big part of my high school years.  I played 
woodwinds.  We were thrilled when James showed an 
interest in playing the violin.  He learned many styles 
but favored fiddle-music and Irish dance tunes, which 
was a lot of fun for us all.  Jim learned enough guitar to
back him up during a competition.  I have five siblings,

most with grown children, and though they visit less often than they used to, I'm certain they 
will want to meet the new baby in the family.  We'll travel to visit them too.
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Panoramic view of our back yard, lake, and goat sheds.  They like the kiddie slide too!

We like to keep the little kids warm with goat-sized 
sweaters.

High school sweethearts—all 
dressed up for a dance..



 

When James was younger, we vacationed in places like Houston (for the Space Center; James 
was fascinated with World War II era airplanes), Hawaii, Cozumel, or Arkansas and Oklahoma
for fishing trips and to visit family.  Jim and James both love to fish.  Jim and I don't do a lot of 
traveling right now, but as the baby grows, we will definitely want
to take him or her on lots of trips in order to experience new
places, different cultures, and meet extended family.  

In addition to the goats and the products I make from their milk, I
am a professional seamstress, I keep a blog, and soon the new baby
will keep me very busy as well.  Being a full-time mom was a great
delight with young James and I'm looking forward to it again.
When we lived in Texas I worked as a competition-level cake
decorator—and have 37 ribbons to show for it.  Hands-on learning
and creativity is a way of life for our family, and look forward to
participating in the joy of learning that a growing curious child
brings to the world.

This Is Jim
Hello!  I'm Jim.  Let me tell you a little about myself.  I lived in
many places during the years my dad was in the Marine Corps.  I
worked with my dad's electrical contracting business from 3rd

grade all the way through college.  Initially I helped him clean and
restock the vans, and eventually managed jobs myself.  After
college I worked as a software programmer with Apple and
eventually moved to Dell, which is my current employer.  After a
fishing trip to Alaska in 1994, I decided that I wanted to work and
live in a place I loved.  Now I telecommute for work, which makes
that possible.  I feel very fortunate that home, work, and hobbies,
and family are intertwined into each and every day, indoors and
outdoors.  The days I spent with James as a stay-at-home dad were
some of the best, and I look forward to experiencing that again.
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Deanna hard at work on a pair of hand-crafted boots. Deanna showing nephew Brennan how to make goat cheese.

Blast from the past!  James as a 
youngster, in his astronaut phase.

Deanna decorating one of her prize-
winning cakes.



When I was a kid, my dad used to take a couple of weeks 
off during the summer and we'd just live off our boat, 
fishing and enjoying the water and the outdoors.  I'm still
an enthusiastic outdoorsman, which is part of the reason 
why Alaska speaks to me; the outdoors is all around and 
you have to get out and participate to be able to live here.
I very much enjoyed sharing these experiences with 
James and all three of us are looking forward to sharing  
them with the baby as he or she grows up.  Deanna and I 
care for the goats together, and I build things around here
as well.  I built our goat shed and am finishing a 2.5 car 
garage, and log cabin homes need regular maintenance.

When family or
friends come to visit,
we charter a small
plane to fly to areas
with few people and
lots of fish.  We also

have two kayaks and a small motor-boat for fishing and
exploring our own lake and the many other stocked lakes
in the area.  We make sure to get outside to play and
explore whether it is snowing or sunny.  Once when
James was younger, my dad came for a visit and we did a
backpack camping trip into the wilderness.  We got to our
spot at two in the morning—but since it was summer, we
still had light to see by.  I was a Boy Scout leader from the
time James was a Wolf Cub (6 years old) to Eagle Scout (18 years old); those were great times 
and I'd be happy to do it all over again with our new little one.

Deanna and I are thrilled to be able to welcome a new
baby into our lives.  Our goal as parents is to raise a
happy child who will live a meaningful life with good
character.  James was and remains a delight for us, and
he kept us on our toes as we helped him discover and
run with the various fascinations of childhood.  As a
family we value learning, and we feel that a rich
learning environment with a combination of online
academics, exploration, and project-based hands-on
learning gives kids some of the best learning
opportunities.  James thrived in this setting, and we are looking forward to loving, learning 
with, and supporting the new baby in the way that best suits his or her needs.
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Salmon is a way of life in Alaska.  Catching and 
eating them never gets old.

Just getting some goat snuggles...

Jim and James at Skyline Trail.  A hard hike with 
spectacular views.



Exploring Tradition and Our Local Community
The idea of “living local” is not only important to us personally but is a necessity in rural 
Alaska.  We've always enjoyed cooking together as a family, and are involved with the local 
food networks in our area—our goats are definitely a part
of that!  Alton Brown on the Food Network has inspired us
many time over, since we like his yummy yet scientific
approach to food.  During holidays we often combine our
interest in food with the holiday meal, and had some
pretty great results.  One Christmas we challenged
ourselves to cook only with ingredients produced in
Alaska.  We used barley for our only grain, sweetened

things with honey,
and enjoyed a local
turkey as the main
course.  Another time we created a Charles Dickens feast,
complete with roast goose and plum pudding.  
A fun tradition
for us is drinking
goat milk hot
chocolate while
we decorate our
tree, using many

ornaments from our grandparents.  Lots of nostalgia
there!  Christmas morning we will read the Christmas
story from the gospel of Luke as a family.  There is a
local family who fills three lots with lights and
inflatable decorations.  They even get a caribou to
come for photo ops!  I'm sure this is something we'll
do with our new little one as he or she gets older.  There is too much daylight in July so our 
neighbor celebrates New Year's by setting off fireworks over the lake.  That's a sight to see 
from our back door, with the snow all lit up and sparkling with color.
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The plane we charter for friends or family visits—it is much 
easier to get into the backcountry this way.

Enjoying a sunny summer day in our kayaks on the lake.

One of our many holiday family photos.  We 
have many years' worth of these!

One of our three dogs.  This is Kaylee, our 
malamute, as a pup.

Christmas cookies we made as a family—can you tell 
which ones were decorated by the pro?  

During Easter we would make miniature lamb-shaped 
cakes and each decorate one.  Good memories!



When we first moved to Alaska, an appliance delivery guy gave us 
some great advice.  He said “Put on your coat and go outside, no 
matter the weather or the time of year.”  Our friends and the 
communities around us understand the importance of this, and we 
make winter a time of games, explorations, socialization, and fun.  
One really good time is the soapbox derby—but with outhouses 
instead of go-karts!
These are raced down
the street on skis or
sleds.  Summertime
brings fishing events
and even a big festival
to celebrate the
longest day of the

year.  Deanna and Jim both are spiritual people,
and while we don't have a church we attend
regularly, we will be looking for one.  The friendships and community found within a church 
family are wonderful for a growing child to be part of.  Two of our close friends have big 
families, with several adopted kids among them.
Our baby will have no shortage of kids to play
with, learn from, and grow right alongside.

Becoming parents is a blessing, a privilege, and a
life-long journey.  We are so excited to welcome
a new little one into our home, our hearts, and
our adventures.  Thank you so much for taking
the time to read about us and get to know our
family, and we hope to hear from you soon. 

~Deanna & Jim, and big brother James
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Jim and James hamming it up at 
Riverfest, a local even with vendors, 

craftspeople, food, and music.

Lots of laughs at the Outhouse Races!  Rules are someone 
has to be sitting on the pot.

Jim and James trying to teach Moya how to be a sled dog.  
She wasn't so sure about it.

Before we moved here, we would say goodbye to Alaska by 
dunking our heads  in the river.  We called it a “Kenai Swirly.”

A walk on the beach.  We take the dogs and see if we can spot 
any wildlife that day.
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The Aurora Borealis and the Big Dipper from our front porch.

A Boy Scout hiking trip to the Grand Canyon.  
We walked rim to rim to rim.

Getting a little help from Honeybee.

James receiving his Eagle Scout badge.

One of the local winter events had an ice 
sculpture hunt.  Found:  one salmon!

When James got into the Renaissance 
Faire, we did too!

Daily care for the herd. Guided catch and release fishing excursion.  This is a lake trout.

Photo Gallery
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Dinner with the baby's future Grandma and 
Grandpa (Jim's dad and his wife)

Some of the remote control plane parts James 
and Jim designed.  We used styrofoam and our 

3D printer to make the parts.

Deanna keeping a newborn goat warm in her jacket.

Fur mukluks, crafted by Deanna.

James with River (lap) and Kaylee 
(floor).

At the Iditarod race.

At the T-200 dogsled race in 2010. Garage is just about framed out!  Jim and James.
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Sunset view of our lake.

Our wedding photo.  Deanna 
sewed her own dress; Jim rented 

his tux.

Our back yard, 3 a.m. on July 21st.

Our lake and home in mid-July.  It's summertime and there are not many 
night time hours.

Can't get enough of baby goat love! When it snows, make snow angels!
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Jim with his father, keeping the log cabin in top shape.. James, Jim, and Jim's father (also Jim) fishing at Crescent Lake. 
 Three generations of James—we'll have to use some 

imagination for this baby's name!

Deanna's turn to try to teach Moya to be a sled dog.

Jim's sister and nephew.

Laying the floor in the garage loft.  This will eventually be a 
sewing studio for Deanna.

Jim with a friend's daughter and one of the goats.

Back yard moose—a common sight around here.  This is a 
mama with her calf.


