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Words cannot describe the expression on Richard’s face when Letty came home with a suite of baby furniture crammed into 

the SUV because she ‘had a feeling a baby was coming.’  Even before we met, both of us hoped to include adopted children 

into our future family. Letty always said one from every continent would be fabulous, Richard would laugh and say ‘even Ant-

arctica?’ and the discussion went on from there.  

OPEN ADOPTION is very important to both of us. We believe that a child is only made stronger by having more people in 

their life who love them unconditionally. Our hope is that you will feel comfortable enough in our family to be a regular part 

of our lives. We know what a powerful resource a birth parent can be in answering questions about  heritage and background, 

and reassuring our child that your choice for adoption demonstrates the depth of your love for them. While we are strong 

proponents of open adoption, we realize that every individual will be comfortable with different levels of contact, and are 

completely willing to abide by your wishes  about the degree of openness you desire.  

EDUCATION & TRAVEL are a big part of our lives. We are both college graduates 

and our families are filled with doctors and lawyers and Ph.Ds. Richard has a Masters 

in International Affairs and an MBA from Chicago Booth. Each of our children will 

have the opportunity for higher education. We want them to not only explore their 

talents and abilities, but become able to provide for themselves and their families, 

entering an uncertain world with confidence that they will be able to succeed.  

We also plan for our kids to be 

savvy world travelers by the 

time they graduate high school. 

We would encourage them to 

research the different countries 

we visit, learn language basics, 

choose service projects to do, mu-

seums to see, foods to eat, etc. We 

hope they love adventure!   

 

Dreaming Up Our Future Family 

Richard graduates at the top 
of his MBA class in 2012 

Stonehenge 2011 
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Regardless of all the exotic places we have visited, home is our favorite place to be. We enjoy doing the simple things, like clean-

ing the water lilies out of our fish pond, working in the trees on the back of the property, going for a twilight walk in one of the 

many neighborhood parks, and hosting BBQs in our  big backyard and patio.  Letty grew up moving a lot, and having a group of 

loving (and hilarious) friends and family to hang out with on the weekends as their (and hopefully our) kids play together is a 

lifelong dream come true. 
 

 

Both of us love to travel, and over the years we have dragged our battered suitcases 

through some fascinating adventures. Both of  us have lived extensively overseas, 

Letty is fluent in Chinese and Richard in Spanish. Some favorite travel adventures 

we’ve had together include riding daredevil donkeys up mountains in Mexico, waltz-

ing secretively through the Kensington Palace ballroom during renovation, eating 

Trdlenik cinnamon bread on the Prague castle wall, getting spooked in the dank inte-

rior of Edinburgh’s ghostly bridges, monster-finding over the surface of Loch Ness, 

exploring Viking ships in Sweden, climbing the Eiffel tower in the rain, and almost 

getting kicked off a train in the middle of the Czech countryside. 

 

We are usually up for anything that 

seems unlikely to kill us, and within 

the range of our physical ability to 

accomplish. Our thrills include rap-

pelling, zip lining, and white water rafting. We also enjoy theatre, fishing, camping, bicycling 

and swing dancing together. Letty loves being on the water in every kind of boat, cooking and 

making documentaries. Richard enjoys running marathons, scuba diving and collects cactuses.    

 

Our First Home: Life in the Suburbs 

Cub Scout campout in our backyard—tents 
pitched in the front half, lessons on the patio 

We love our cute little house Richard bought six months before our marriage,  
where the guest bedroom is just waiting to become one fabulous nursery! 

Our Travels and Hobbies 
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We were 12 year-olds  in Iowa, each working our first job delivering newspa-

pers for the same local newspaper in a small town in Southeast Iowa when 

we met. We’d like to say the stars aligned and we became best friends that 

turned into something more over the years - but not so much. Letty’s family 

moved one short year later, and neither of us had even the slightest recollec-

tion that there had ever been a Preston girl or a Goering boy, and that was 

the end of a common story.  

 

It was the also the beginning of an uncommon story.  Both of us would travel a diffi-

cult road trying to find true love before reuniting fifteen years later in Missouri. 

‘Introduced’ by a mutual friend,  our last names rang a bell. We looked at each     

other, and then both started our conversation with ‘Hey, I used to know…” 

 

 

Richard lost his heart when he dared Letty to 

soak her head in a sprinkler, and she DID!  

Letty knew Richard was her kinda man when 

he squeezed himself into a tiny cupboard 

and waited for her to come along  - just to 

hear her startled shriek. Practical jokes and 

nonsensical gifts highlighted our courtship, 

and we love to laugh until we snort. From 

our first kiss at the top of a Ferris Wheel to 

the children’s storybook Richard wrote to 

propose, laughter has  filled every moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

Surprise! Cupboard Attack! 

Surprise!  Cake Attack! 

How We Met: A 17-Year Courtship 

Surprise ! Tickle Attack! 

I often think of Letty as a cross between Funshine Care Bear and a Mama 

Grizzly. She is hilarious and funny, unbelievably loyal and caring, and 

fiercely determined and protective. Letty is THE most entertaining story-

teller I have ever met and can make a trip to the grocery store sound like 

a Hollywood comedy blockbuster.  

Letty has a voracious appetite for books and goes to the library like some 

people go to the 7 Eleven. I love road trips with her because of what I call 

‘Books-on-Letty,’ when she reads aloud with a full complement of voices. 

She is also a great caretaker. She loves to cook and throw incredible par-

ties, and seeing people enjoy her food gives her intense happiness. Letty 

is extremely focused and determined. I have never seen her encounter a 

project she could not make a resounding success, whether it's starting her own business, organizing a Cub Scouting program 

from scratch or planning an incredible vacation. Letty is also very intuitive and seems to know instinctively how people are feel-

ing, which is very important in our marriage.  I may not have known it at 12, but by the time we met again at 27, it didn’t take 

long to realize I was crazy about her, and I owed it to my future children to marry this magnificent woman.  

 

 

Richard and Letty with our Niece Nicole 

Richard Describes Letty 
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Richard’s Feelings on Fatherhood 

I believe it is important for fathers to become interested in what their children are 

interested in, even if it is not a hobby of their own. I also believe in respecting each 

child as a full person. For example, when the 3 year old daughter  of a friend invit-

ed me to a “tea party,” I went. There wasn’t much legroom, but I fit.  

 

I also think it is important to take the time to pass on traditions. My mother read 

‘The Chronicles of Narnia’ to us before bed, and it is one of my favorite childhood 

memories. As a young, single professional, I bought an entire box of Little Golden 

Books on eBay. Why? Because it was the only one that had ‘Mr. Bell’s Fix-It Shop,’ 

a story my father read to me when I was a little boy, and that I  knew I wanted to 

read to my own children someday.  

Richard LOVES children, and they love him.  Kids call our home ‘Richard’s house.’ 

Before coming over they always want to know if Richard will be there to play. (His 

specialty is ‘Jurassic Park Raptor Hide-and-Seek).’ He is tender and patient, and a 

whiz at diaper changing. From the day I first knew I loved him, I could not wait to 

watch him be a father to our children. 

I am fascinated by Richard because he is a combination of opposites! After gradu-

ating at the top of his MBA class, he fell in love with a job as a management con-

sultant. However, he is not afraid to lose the suit, and get his hands dirty fixing the 

washing machine, or laying tile for the kitchen. He is extremely curious and loves 

learning how to do new things. Richard loves nature and the outdoors but also 

thoroughly appreciates theatre performances and symphony concerts. His siblings 

frequently call him for advice or a listening ear. I’ve never met anyone who works 

so hard striving for excellence in both his family relationships and his career.  

Richard and our Nephew Emerson 

Richard and our Niece Hannah 

Letty’s Feelings on Motherhood 

I am so grateful for Richard’s success in his career that has created the oppor-

tunity for me to be a full-time homemaker when children come. I take the word 

'homemaker'’ literally, and am so excited to build a home for our children – a 

place where every voice is valued and heard. Where soccer games, dance recit-

als and piano concerts are family affairs. We want to be that house on the block 

where all the neighborhood children gather—where all feel welcome to play or 

grab an afternoon snack (and of course – do homework). 

Letty Describes Richard 

Letty with two of our Nieces, Kate & Emily 

“Welcome to our family - where love is spoken often, cookies are baked with regularity,  

and stories are told with gusto.”    { Letty } 
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I fall exactly in the middle of 13 children at #7, with four 

sisters and eight brothers. But I had three of those broth-

ers on each side of me, so what I knew about women be-

fore I met Letty might have filled up my pinky finger.  

Being part of a big family and growing up in rural  

Iowa definitely gave me a unique perspective on life.        . 

At an early age we learned to work hard. We mowed 

acres of grass, pruned orchard trees, mulched and weed-

ed the garden, and canned vegetables. And that was all 

before we were ten years old.   

My parents have lived for the past 33 years on 

the 7 acre property that I grew up on.  My 

mom, Maureen is a retired teacher, and my 

Dad, Ken is a retired engineer. They have a 

massive garden and orchard, and Maureen 

regularly cans enough food to feed a small 

army, which she donates to her children, her 

congregation, or the local homeless shelter. There is at least one construction pro-

ject constantly underway in the house, and several cars in the garage that Ken is 

working to fix. Ken and five of my brothers are active or reserve U.S. military. 

 

 

 

 

As adults we can be found in both sum-

mer AND winter running (yes, recrea-

tionally) target shooting, singing around 

the piano, creating a sibling band to ser-

enade the neighbors, or staying up late 

discussing life. And always drafted into 

participating in some home-

improvement or building project.  

  

“We all knew that no matter what our various differences or talents, above all,  

we were Goerings, and our actions were to bring honor to the name.” {Rich} 

Goering Family Gatherings: 

Diverse, Multilingual & Loud 

We have a widely varied multi-

cultural extended family, and 

you can hear Spanish, Chinese 

and Thai mingling with the 

laughter and music that fills 

family gatherings. Many sib-

lings, nieces and nephews live 

close enough for get-

togethers several times a year. 

Regardless of what your 

child’s race or ethnicity is, they 

will fit right in with our fami-

ly! Who are all incredibly sup-

portive of our adoption plans!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mark & Ma Shengnan 

John, Dou and Eric 

Philip and Odemaris 

Richard at 5 years old 
Shoveling Manure 

Not everyone—but that’s inevitable with so many! 

Richard’s Family: The Goering Clan 

Grandma Maureen and Grandpa Ken 
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Letty’s Family: The Preston Tribe 

  

I grew up in Alaska as the second  oldest of six children. My Mom, Judy, has a degree is in social work, and my Dad, John is a 

CPA.  When I was 12 my folks moved to Texas. We moved a lot after that, including Iowa (to Richard’s home town), Illinois and 

St. Louis. Today my parents live in their dream house, a seven - acre property in rural Missouri on Mark Twain Lake.  

They have a pond with a paddleboat, a riding lawn 

mower the nieces and nephews treat like a carnival 

ride, and a great big garden. My brother James lives 

with them, and he has big dog named Buddy who 

loves to play fetch. My Dad loves to take his fishing 

boat out onto the lake – and while the old girl is not 

very fast,  inner tubing is still great fun!  

 

One of the strongest impressions I have from 

childhood was how much my parents loved each 

other. They spoke it, showed it, and shared it 

without reservation . 

Today we 

all gather 

for the hol-

idays for 

tons of 

good home 

cooking. 

We also enjoy some EPIC board games. In sum-

mers we can be found at my parent’s home on 

the lake, playing on the water, BBQing and- yes- 

playing board games. ‘Settlers of Cataan,’ anyone?  
 

 

 

I'm very close with my siblings; we keep 

in touch through phone calls and tex-

ting, often to share film and television 

recommendations. We also go on sib-

ling vacations together and us girls will 

have sisters weekends (AKA - shopping 

marathons)  
 

Emerson and Avery are my only niece 

and nephew, and they are the center of 

attention at every gathering. My whole 

family is so excited about our adoption 

plans so they can have more grandkids, 

nephews and nieces to spoil! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uncle James and Buddy  
The paddle boat on the pond  

Emerson’s Favorite—Uncle Richard 

Letty and our Niece Avery 

Grandpa John and Grandma Judy 

“Their love overflowed the walls of our home 

and made it a wonderful place to be.” {Letty} 


